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ence upon all the Tranſactions of our 
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IR. te 
Hope, TE long Ane 17 communicating 
1 ou without your Permiſſion, my Thoughts upon the 


ubject, that I ſhall now take into Conſideration. 
"The r e. Familiarity, with which you are ꝑleas d 


to ho It Reaſon, N ing 
you 12 5 Ran , +, way W -£ | 
ale vou Bars Aten to retrive e primitive Ho- 
nour of the Friſco al Order, and, your Honourable Intentions 
to JO it fafe, for Biſhops'to have a Share (as they have 
oh e were Chriſtians) in our £2 e core 
tronage\of all Productions, {which tend 
pity © f the Epiſcopate, and fence our civ 
you are elected for a Country, and 0 f tor a 
TT. where I had no Vote, yet I am ſure ou believe, 
that every, Member of Parliament ought to have Thoughts big 
ee eomprehend the true Aurel of our whole Com- 


and ſhould be willing, on this Maxterz ca bar his 


The Union of e Scotland 1 is of that moment, that 

-aotonly-concerns the preſent Age, but will have an Infſu- 
1 Poſterity. 

wad of venting my own Conceits, but if 


have any e to offer their Schemes to 
thoſe who fit in Gar Senate Houſe, they can gever exert it upon 


am Oecaſſons that wil les calt their eſty in queſtion. 
The common Intereſt of all that love er the Church of 


Eagle, as by Law eſtablift'd, or the Political Conſtitution of 
our Country, is at Stage 


Iwill frecly own, that I believe nothing can be more for the 


ow all. theſe three Kingdoms, than a Pan-Britanick Union of 
em a 


But then it ought to be upon Condition, that due Frecapti- 
ons are ohfervd; and I muſt own, that I never heard any, 
but Merchant like Reaſons, which: are below-a true Stateſman, 
againſt cloſing (if ſufficient Care is taken in working it up) 
1 this Propolel of Uniting With Scotland. 


I am far from bein 


5 2— 
2 ) . 
| It was ang made mibedzpzef ehr ung 
but there were tlien ns againſt it, V Heh ate no gut | þ 
of Doors: And-ro/fay the Truth, amongit the Bo Dita 43 
that I have met with, -which were tg in” thoſe Times, | 
ö none of them handled it, as it ought to have been.” 
; I have not the Vanity to think'l can treat it my elf, bs ills 
ſerves; I ſhall only deliver ſome few Thoughts tendmg to the 
Safety of our 2 Church, and for keeping dut ſuch 
Men from betng Members, as are Enemies to it, and may en- 
danger our Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Goyernment. 
The great Sir Francis Bacon, as may be ſeen in his Reſaſcitatio, 
employed his Thoughts upon the Union of ExylandandScotland: 
But his Diſcourſes were, as he himſelf calls one of them, an Ana- | 
tomy, andaskelikewiſe.owns, contain*d-ſome things which he 2 
_ doubted whether or no they were of any Uſe. 't 
I muſt however do ſo much Right to his Underſtanding, asto 1 
ſay, that I believe he wrote fo, in complaiſance to his Faye 4 
4 . _ King James, and in Condeſcenſion to the Humor of that 7 
What he ſays upon this nobleſt Theme, is not equally a | 
cCuline with his Efays, which were what he intended, _ ex- 
pected ſhould laſt long and be uſeful wy and valued 157, ne 


Generations. | >< 
- He bath nixcd: N He Fach Awelt upon 

. ' Particulars. And, with all due Reverence to his great Ne | 

X be it faid, he hath-not expatiated, as became his Learning, and 

"Pretences to Religion and Solidiry of Judgement, upon the 

moſt important Articles. 

Jam glad nevertheleſs, that 1 laſt-year faw what he hath 
written, fold about in the Caan of Requeſts, and other pub- 
lick places. WED 
It may excite better Pens, as it hath called out (my very 

mean one ) to put forth whatObſervations they have made upon 
a Subject of ſuch univerſal, and for ought any man can tell, of i 
| PP al Influence. / 1. 1 
| I 7 have no Body, before they have peruſed What 1 . 
am going to ſay, fo falſly prejudge, as to imagm chat I am an 
6 Been to liberty of Conſcience. 
15 Icall God to Witneſs, that I think it a natural Right; that I 4 
believe Perſecution to de contrary to the Genius of the Chriſtian 1 
Religion, and to be the worſt Part of Popery, under whtaever _ 
1, | Denoo 
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Denomination of 10 it is diſguiſed. I cennot 
think, char the Civil Mn ook RE: — 
- ſhip of Religion, as it „ Authority 
from God to — compulſive Methods in converting of Men, or 
to force them to proſe an Creed; or-imbrace any Communi- 

on. And I am of Opinion, that it debaſeth Eccleſiaſtical -An. 
thority, and bringech the fincerity of the Clergy into queſtion, 

Chew call Aten aftlic tempor Ave joy: 
_ Meninto 1 3 Temples. In a word, ſanguinary Laws about 
Religious Matters, are inconſiſtent with the free Choice of Re- 
ligion, and the Execution of them no better than human Sacri- 
tice, LG God muſt-abhor ; and as for the leſſer Puniſh- 
ments, they ſavour more of the Craft wherewith Atheiſtical 
Men have charged the Prieſthood, than of the Gentle and 
Merciful 3 ofthe bleſſed Jeſus. 
But afterall this, there is a difference betwixt Puniſhing men 

for not being of a Communion, and taking a e Care, 
that the National Church, which I hope I may have Leave 
. 9 55 is founded on the Prophets,” and. Apoſtles, and hath 

eater Numbers amongſt us, than any Sect, on irs , 
ould not be overturned, 
The Preſervation of it was, if we may belive the {af King King's 
_ own Declaration, the chiefeſt part of his Errand hither; 
A to eſtabliſh the Sueden provides, tliat all our future Prin. 
es ſhauld be of that Religion; The late Speech of her pre- 
ſent Majeſty to her Diſſolved Engliſh Parliament, is a full and 
cony Proof that it is her inclination ; and the Choice 
of this preſent Houſe of Commons plainly ſhews, that it ts as 
* the Inclination of the Major part of the Pe 
preſerve our Church ( the Glory and Security of all the Re- 
pr Thurches') and alſo to confirm our Fundamental Rights, 
two things ſeem to me, tobe exceeding neceſſary. - . © - 
The firſt is, that whenfvever there is a Coalition of the 
Legiſlatures of both Kingdoms, no man ſhould be ſuffer c to 
f in either Houſe, who did not intirely Conform, if an En- 
- glilhman to the Church of Exgland, as now by Law Eftabliſh- 
ed, add if a Scotſman, ſubmit to all the Rights of Epilcopacy, 
which he aut alſo agree, " ſhall be Re-eſtahliſhea in Scotland. 
Lam not for all his over fond of making the 9 Bacramegt 
> rhe Lotd La 2 Civil Teſt. 


15 eee Nr. as 


cation ſor 
every Man from the Power of FLARES, Laws, who 


— Englifhmen, without Succefs in the laſt Hection. 


made free. But theſe Foreigners, Who tame to us for 


_ towards is the Pomp and Grandeur, 
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Offices, will think it unreaſonable to 


Communicating with our Church. 


For the danger the Churchis in at preſent the "I RAT 
ans, it infinitly greater than it has been f a4 } | 
Their power and party is much ſtrengthned by theacceſfion 


. of the French Prote#tants,who joyn with them in all their deſigns, 


ly in allEleRions for Parliament-Men, becauſe they are of 
thi Þ ir Priaciples, and in all their Intereſts againſt the Church. 
Theſe French Proteſtants formerly traduc'd Sir Thomas Clar- 


25 who had been the greateſt Friend and Patron they hac in 


their diſtreſs, and fince his death ha ve oſten oppos d that wor- 
Gentleman his Son, Sir Walter, though, to the joy of all 


It is a maxim among the Civilians, that Strangers by ſettling — 
in a Country are obliged to all the Burdens of it, — 


quiring any right to the priviledges of the people tilt they ay 


have aſpired to one of the deareſt priviledges of the len 


; liſh, before they are made free: I meat the Tight of; Blet#- 
| in; which they have manifeſtiy Abuſed to the cba of the 
u 


rch, to which they fled as to a Sanctuary, and which in- 


deed hath been, as. it was hound by its own Chriſtian princi 


ples, to the utmoſt extent of its duty, a Sanctuary to them. 
I could more -inſtanees of their Alliance with the 
Churches Enemies, I mean the Presbyterians, ( who are the on- 
9 ann Difſenters:the Church need fear) and Who will do 
ng to 8 ag prone Order of Biſhops,” and de 


z beteten Plblick Liturgles D 


t to return to Stand, did not the Scots Pr Ny bfg in 


the late Civil Wars enter into England, and by tlie Help of 
their Brethren herę, - force a Covenant for the Ah tien o 


Epiſe acy, and at laſt Effect it? 


Di got Proſteute their owt Biſhops as: AitzQbriſtign, 
and Force ſome of them to do Penance for Having beef Biſhops? 
Have they; lince this Revolution, beefi'contefired with leſs 
in their own Country, than pulling down their Order? and di- 


poling of their Lands in a moſt Sacrilegious — not only 
0 OY 


| 


. 

1 
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an Noblemen, and Gentlemen (which is a great obſtacle to 
the reſtoring of the Church ), but for maintaining a Presbyteri · 
an ſet of Students in the Colled es, who are train d up in the 
Claſſical Principles to keep out Epiſcopacy, if it were poſſihle, 
for ever; Twelve hundred pounds a year, are allotted out of 
the Churches Revenues to this end, which is a moſt unnatural 
way of perverting of them from the ends tor which. they were 

K... r ; "i 415 
1 Furthermore, dont they bragg of their Numbers at home, 
and in our Neighbourhood, the United Provinces, their Inte- 
reſt amongſt us, and that theyjhave a mighty Power in the 
, iran oi noodle yl eas © 

I hope, that like other Zealots, they are Credulous and 
Sanguine, and that though they may be able to diſturb, as they 
have done already, our moſt Holy Church, yet they will never 
be able to deſtroy it. 8 TIE) 

I am too great a Friend, 4s well to all other ſorts 8 
as to the Church of Exglind, to with that the 
ſhould have much Po-w-Wer. E 
I am almoſt ready to ſay, that I wiſh, they may not have it 
for their own ſakes, becauſe they would ( 4s. they have euer 
done) diſgrace themſelves by their furious Exerciſe of it. 

Ihis being the Caſe, it becomes all Lovers, either of our 
Religion or our Country, prudently to Guard againſt them. 

I amfar from perſwading any bitter Courſes, even againſt 
them, though I am perſwaded in my own mind, that they 
would have no Mercy upon us. eee e 
ure it is no matter of Rigour to hinder them from Deſtroy- 
ing our Laws already made, or from mating Laws for us, to de- 
ſtroy our Conſtitution, which danger may be prevented, by 
making it one of the Articles of the Union, that no Man ſhall 
Sit in eher Houſe, who doth not conſtantly communicate with 
the Biſhaps and regular Clergy. And Live ſolely in their Com. 

' | 


Diſſenters; 
resÞyterians 


mHnn: 48 1 
I will-ngt enter into a long Diſcourſe concerning the Divine 
Inftitutioa „ e ob © mn eG HT The 
I hope, notwithſtanding our Enemies ſo ſanguinely think the 
contrary, that much the greater Party amongſt us need not 


be further ſatisfied therein. ri tg N 
l p i, uch | 


— 
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Church Government by it are light matters, both whick the 
aneienteft; beſt, and pureſt Ages of Chriſtianity received as a 
divine Ordinance and Inſtitution, that was neceſſary to the be- 
B 4 3 FN OE ED 
: © No Biſbop no Church, was then a recei\ inciple amongſt all 
_ Chriſtians, - but the Scotiſh Presbiterian — rc which 
we ought to guard in the Treaty of Union, is a contradicti- 
on to ic: For they hold and teach, that Epiſcopacy is contrary 
to the Word of God, and an Antiehriftian U ſurpation over the 
the Church. They were wont to baptize their Children into 
-the Covenantz i ſor the extir patioſi of ĩit; Though Bishops, as 
diſtinct from, and Superior e were ever received, 
and obeyed as the Succeffors of the Apoſtles, and the Epiſcopal 
Gcvermat vf-che ——— e to be of Divine Inſti- 
tion andy rohfequenee of unalterable Right. | 
_-- Tneenbhuence offs Prmoiple, no 9 0 Hereſie of old, 
etepdbeÞw be a Church, till they were headed by ſome Bi- 
p, nor was there any Church in the World, but what was 
dpal from nt time of tlie Apoſtles, till the Reformation. 
And Sir, if EWwas asked to gie Rea ſons, why the Reformation, 
- whicly began fs ſurce fully, hath made no Progreſs, but ra- 
pon backwards for above: one hundred Tears, I ſhould 
aſſign the Perſecution, and aboliſhing of Epiſcopacy for one. 
Vor hom ſhould God bleſs a Reformation of a Church, which 
ys aſide mat Infticution, Which he appointed tor the perpetu- 
al Government of it ? | RIES | 
VOrdidw ſhould he be pleaſed with ſetting up the Presbyteri- 
an Pari in Great Britain, in one part of which the pretended 
Presbyters camot prove their Succeſſion from true Presbyters, 
and where in the other, I mean in | 
- Succeffiurrindeed from true Presbyters, but ſuch as revolted 
' from; and rebelled againſt their own. Biſhops, and were by 


\ 
* 
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— 


Conſequem as great Schiſmaticks as ever were in the Chri- 
ſtian World? e n. | 
W Wherefore Sir, permit me to tel} you, that our Chriſtian, as 
well as our Civil Rights, oblige you to guard againſt the Preby- 
terian Pariiy, and to that end, to form ſuch Articles in the 
Treaty of Union, as will reſtore Sn ed Jr Scotland, if it be: 
not before reſtored, and by God's ng preſerve it in Exg- 
land unto the end of the World. . 


. 


land, they derive their 
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= Sir, I know you are Epiſcopal by Choice and Prinelple, 
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well as hy Extraction and Education: It is for that, that ye + 
other Members have of late felt the Ill Will of the Presbyterians 
without, and their Friends within the Church, who youmay. 
be fure, will be very active both above and under board, in the 
Treaty of Union, and I hope you and all the Gentlemen of the 
Houſe, who as true Chriſtians, and true Engliſh-men, Win 
well to the Church of Exgland, will be as vigilant and active as 

the en * Wes 1 o 6 Kr | Fe 1 
| ;. DR be brick and will therefore haſten to the ſe- 
3 of my Diſcourſe, which I ſhall finiſh, I hope, be- 
fore T have tired your Patience. | | 


It has been the Objection of very wiſe Men againſt an Union - 


* 


OY 


ſon) that Scotland, it no Proviſion is made to the contraf̃y, can- 
not help ſending up Men of ſmall -Efatestor their Repreſenta- 
tives, who will be apt to be bought off, and ſo conſequently 
endanger all our Liberties. 


- 


But with Submiſſion I humbly conceive, that we ſhall be ve» 


irfelf (398 which T again confeſs, I think there is great Rea- 


. 


ry wanting indeed to our ſelves, it we ſuffer this to happen. 


Io be ſure ſome Proportion will be obſerved as to their Num- 


bers, and there ought as well Care to be taken in relation 66 
. 1 


- — 


I will not preſume to ſay what Numbers | of the Nobility 


a 


. 


(Spiritual or "Temporal Lords) we ſhould admit into our 
 Upper-Houſe. _ 5 e US on | 


But certainly no Scots-Man, who underſtands and loves the 


true Intereſt of his Country, who would have Freedom maintained 
there and here, can take it amiſs if we ſtipulate, that none but their © 
Barons (which are our Knights of the Shire) and thoſe too, 
ſuch as have Four Hundred Pounds Land of Inheritance per An- 
num, ſhall come into St. Stephens Chapple ; and whoever hath 
that Eſtate, and conformableto Epiſcopacy, may Lpreſume, 'Þe, ' 


o 


humanly ſpeaking, ſafely truſted. 1.7: = 
1 will not take up more of your Time now, but as the Union 
proceeds, I may perhaps entertain you with ſome other, and 


. tarther T houghts; and I hope &veral Perforis who are better a- 
ble to write of, and ſpeak to, what concerns all, and there- 
tore every Man hath a Right to treat of, will put forth Solid 


and elaborat Compoſures upon this Subject. 3 
In the mean while Lĩntreat you to forgive the Freedom of 
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